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Parents & Friends of Lesbians and Gays NSW Inc. 

(Incorporating Western Sydney) 
 

October 2009 Newsletter VOLUME 12–ISSUE 9 
 

 

The next meeting of PFLAG NSW Inc. (Incorporating Western Sydney) will held be on Wednesday, 

October 28th at 7.30pm in the Conference Room, Wesley Lodge Motel. Guest Speaker is Hugh Murray. 

The Wesley Lodge is situated on the Cnr. Hawkesbury & Queens Roads, Westmead and is very close to 

Westmead Hospital and Train station. Car entry is only from Hawkesbury Rd via a boom gate. 

Please use key entry number “2009”. This code is allocated only on PFLAG meeting nights 

 

For Information contact: Judy on (02) 9869 1454 Postal Address: PO Box 3751, 

Marsfield  NSW 2122. Email: jr_brown@bigpond.net.au    

 

President’s Report  
 
Whilst wandering through Macquarie University the other week, looking for noticeboards on which to 
place our flyers for the Parramatta Pride Picnic, I noticed this quote from Confucius on the window of 
the bookshop: “Ignorance is the night of the mind, but a night without moon and star.” It took me 
back to a place or state that I’d been in about eleven years ago, when our son first “came out” to us. I 
was in a state of ignorance and I recall that it was a pretty dark place. Fortunately, our son found out 
about PFLAG and Mollie sent us some information about the parent support meetings that were then 
being held in Parramatta. I will always be grateful to those parents, many of whom have become close 
friends and are still actively supporting others. Those parents and some gay & lesbian young people 
were able to shine some light into that dark place for me and my life has been greatly enriched. 
 
This month has been a busy one for PFLAG. These are some of the activities in which members have 
been or will be involved: 
 Gillian & Jean-Pierre spoke on behalf of PFLAG at Anthony Venn-Brown’s “Freedom 2 be” 
Straight Night in September. Iain Scott Wallace presented them with a copy of his beautiful book 
“Walking Between Worlds”, which they have sent on to us for the library. 
 On October 1, Ray & Judy spoke to the Allies group at the University of NSW, who asked us to be 
involved in their training later in the year. 
 Pam represented PFLAG at the ACON Family & Carers’ Advisory Group on Tuesday, October 6. 
 Gillian attended the two forums on “Well-being and depression in the GLBTIQ community” at 
the Rex Centre in Kings Cross on October 7 & 8. Gillian reported that they were excellent and included 
speakers from Beyond Blue & the Black Dog Institute. 
 Ray, Ron & Peter attended the “Fruits In Suits” function at Slide on October 15, where Ray spoke 
about PFLAG’s work and thanked the Sydney Gay & Lesbian Business Association for their very 
generous $2000 donation to PFLAG.  
 Ray & Vicky attended the State Liberal/National Party Community Consultation at Parramatta 
on October 16. Barry O’Farrell was most sympathetic when Ray spoke about gay students being bullied 
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in schools and agreed to make note of it. Ray was also able to discuss PFLAG issues with other Liberal & 
National Party members present.  
 Ruth, Judy & Peter took part in a Suicide Intervention Skills Workshop at Interrelate, Caringbah 
on October 15 & 16. Thanks to Peter for offering this valuable training to us. Ruth and I now feel a little 
more competent in being able to recognise the signs and to intervene to help keep someone safe if ever 
we are in a position to do so. 
 On Sunday, October 11, PFLAG members set up a stall at the Parramatta Pride Picnic. See report 
in newsletter. 
 On Saturday, October 17, PFLAG members marched, carrying our banner & rainbow umbrellas, 
with members of “Come Out” from Epping & Bankstown in the Eastwood Granny Smith Festival Parade. 
We were heartily greeted by Labor’s Maxine McKew and The Greens’ Lee Rhiannon. We later spoke 
with Shadow Attorney General/Shadow Minister for Justice Greg Smith, who appeared unsympathetic 
to our cause. Former Ryde Mayor, Councillor Vic Tagg greeted us warmly and suggested that we apply 
for a grant through Ryde Council. 
 On Tuesday, October 20, Judy is involved with the Parramatta Queer Forum in a community 
consultation with the GLBT community from the Parramatta and surrounding areas. 
 On Tuesday, October 20, Ruth will represent PFLAG at the Anti-Homophobia Interagency 
meeting at Surry Hills. 
 On November 12, Ray, Judy & Peter will be involved in panel speaking to police officers at 
Parramatta.  
 
Our last meeting was a very interesting one, where Liz Ceissman spoke about her work as Case 
Manager for the Gender Centre. Liz kindly left us with some kits to pass on to families with a 
transgender member. This was so timely, as I received a request for support from a parent only a few 
days after, so I was able to mail off the kit immediately.  
 
I hope to see many of you at our October 28 Meeting, where Hugh Murray will be our Guest Speaker. 
Remember what Past President Rudy always says: “When you don’t need PFLAG anymore, that’s when 
PFLAG needs YOU!” 

Judy 
 

 

PFLAG at Parramatta Pride Picnic on Sunday 11
th

 October 2009 
 

Approximately 300 people turned out for the annual Parramatta Pride Picnic at Parramatta Park 
on Sunday, October 11. Groups including NSW Police, PFLAG, the Metropolitan Community Church, 

and the many GLBT service & support agencies were represented. Children and adults alike 
enjoyed the parachute games and tug-o-war, organized by Team Sydney and the drumming, 

storytelling and fun air-brush tattoos. The Western Suburbs Haven ran a very successful and 
popular BBQ. Thanks to Narelle, Ray & Adolfo who helped out on the PFLAG stall, offering support 

to visitors, disseminating our PFLAG material and selling our rainbow 
merchandise and DVDs. The umbrellas, lanyards and kites were 

particularly popular. Thanks to Matthew Vaughan, Jonathon Llewellyn, 
Aandrea Ingram and Hatice Vural, the co-

convenors, for their superb organisation and to 
the PFLAG members that came along to support 

and join in the fun.  

 
              A PFLAG kite in action 

 

(Photos by Ann-Marie Calilhanna  

from the Sydney Star Observer) 
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Launch of publication ‘Dementia: Lesbians & Gay Men’  
The Hon. Michael Kirby is launching a new resource on the lesbian and gay experience of 

dementia. LGBT ageing is a neglected are of service provision and social policy. This will be a 
good chance to find out what is happening in this area if you are interested. ACON coordinates 

a working party on the issue if you want more information.  
The launch will be held on 19/11 at the Rex (Potts Point) from 7 -9 pm.  

Speakers: The Hon Michael Kirby 

Dr. Jo Harrison (School of Health Sciences University of SA) 

                 Mark Orr (President of ACON) 

RSVP by 13
th

 November to Deb Gavan:  DGavan@acon.org.au or 9206 2000 

 
 

International Lesbian Day Celebration – Sunday, 25th October 
 

 WILMA Womens’ Health Centre in Campbelltown is planning to celebrate International Lesbian 

Day with a day of activities for lesbians and their women friends on Sunday, 25th October. 

We have a Linc grant to provide marquees for a concert area and access to workshop rooms and a 

kitchen. We have a drumming workshop, lesbian parenting and young lesbians talking circles, 

games & stalls (art & craft & a bookstall) and are open to more suggestions. 

We are seeking lesbians 

 who would like to have a stall to sell their products,services,crafts or recycled goods. Fee $5) 

 lesbians willing to sing, play an instrument or tell a joke. 

 Lesbian social groups interested in promoting themselves or raising funds. 

 

My Fair Lemon 

11am – 3pm Sunday, 25th October, 2009 - Gold coin donation 

Bugden Place, Campbelltown 

Please email or ring Jack Draper jackdraper@aapt.net.au  or 4285 6747  

  

 
COMMUNITY FORUM FEATURING HIS HIGHNESS PRINCE MANVENDRA SINGH GOHIL 
  

ACON is very pleased to invite you to a special community forum featuring His Highness Prince 
Manvendra Singh Gohil, Crown Prince of the princely state of Rajpipla in Gujarat, India. His 
Highness is the son of the Maharana Shri Raghubir Singhi Rajendrasinghi Sahib, who has been 
Maharaja (Great King) of Rajpipla since 1963. 
As of 2008, His Highness is the only known person of royal lineage in modern India to have 
publicly declared his homosexuality. His 2005 coming out coincided with a growing campaign to 
decriminalise homosexuality in India, culminating in July this year with the Delhi High CourtĴs 
striking down of IndiaĴs colonial era anti-gay law. 
In 2000, His Highness founded the Lakshya Trust, the first non-government organisation in 
Gujarat to work with sexual minorities. The Trust has become a research surveillance site for the 
Government of IndiaĴs National AIDS Control Organisation and was awarded the Joint United 

mailto:DGavan@acon.org.au
mailto:jackdraper@aapt.net.au
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Nations Program on AIDS (UNAIDS) Civil Society Award in 2006. His Highness is also the India 
regional representative on the Executive Board of the Asia-Pacific Coalition of Male Sexual 
Health (APCOM), a regional network addressing HIV issues affecting gay men and transgender 
people. 
During the forum, His Highness will discuss his coming out and the response to it in India, the 
ongoing campaign for decriminalisation of homosexuality in India, the work of the Lakshya Trust 
and the response to HIV in India and the Asia-Pacific region. 
When: 7pm, Wednesday 4 November 
Where: Level 1, Paddington Woollahra RSL, 220-232 Oxford St Paddington 
RSVP: No RSVP is necessary 
Info: Stephen Scott, (02) 9206 2062 or sscott@acon.org.au  
 
His HighnessĴ visit to Australia is supported by the Commonwealth Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade through 
the Australia-India Council 
 
 

Senate Inquiry into Suicide in Australia  

Suicide a nd self -harm remain unacceptably high in the Australian community with death at least 40% higher 

than that attributed to the national road fatalities.  Every day, six to seven Australians die by suicide. For each 

person lost by suicide, there are 30 others who have made a suicide attempt.  For every suicide, it is 

conservatively estimated that, on average, another six people will be severely affected by intense grief. Suicide 

occurs in and affects all age groups and people from all walks of life.  

The Austral ian Commonwealth Government has recently announced a Senate Inquiry into Suicide in Australia . 

Suicide Prevention Australia (SPA) welcomes this unique opportunity to recognise and promo te the diverse 

̘̅̐̅̒̉̅̎̃̅̓ ́̎̄ ̖̗̉̅̓ ̏̆ ˡ̓̔̒́̌̉́̎̓̕ ̔̏ ̈̅̌̐ ̓̔̒̅̎̇̔̈̅̎ ̏̒̕ ̙̃̏̍̍̎̉̔̕Ν̓ ̒̅̓̐̏̎̓̅̓ ̔̏ ̓̉̃̉̄̅̕ ́̎̄ ̓̅̌̆-harm 

prevention, intervention and postvention.  

ˡ̓ ˡ̓̔̒́̌̉́̕Ν̓ ̌̅́̄̉̎̇ ̖́̄̏̃́̔̅ ̆̏̒ ̓̉̃̉̄̅̕ ́̎̄ ̓̅̌̆-harm prevention, SPA intends to make a comprehensive 

̓̂̍̉̓̓̉̏̎̕ ̔̏ ̔̈̅ ˳̅̎́̔̅ ˩̙̎̑̉̒̕ˌ ˡ̓ ̐́̒̔ ̏̆ ˳˰ˡΝ̓ ̓̂̍̉̓̓̉̏̎̕ˍ ̗̅ ̈̏̐̅ ̔̏ ̒̅̐̒̅̓̅̎̔ ̔̈̅ ̖̏̉̃̅̓ ̏̆ ˡ̓̔̒́̌̉́̎̓̕ 

by including personal stories from people who have been affected by suicide.  

Every story is important. We invite you to have your s ay by sharing your story and allowing us to incorporate 

̉̔ ̉̎̔̏ ˳˰ˡΝ̓ ̓̂̍̉̓̓̉̏̎̕ˌ ˹̏̒̕ ̙̓̔̏̒ ̙̍́ ̒̅̆̌̅̃̔ ̙́̎ ̎̍̂̅̒̕ ̏̆ ̐̏̓̓̉̂̌̅ ̐̅̒̓̏̎́̌ ̘̅̐̅̒̉̅̎̃̅̓ ̗̉̔̈ ̓̉̃̉̄̅̕ˌ ˦̏̒ 

example, you may be a suicide attempt survivor, bereaved by suicide, a caregiver of someo ne who is suicidal 

or bereaved by suicide, a witness of suicide, you may have dealt with suicide in the workplace, have been 

impacted by media reporting of suicide, or simply be a concerned community member. Your personal story 

may also include ideas about  how we can create a more connected, inclusive, resilient and safer community.  

To gather these stories, we have created a dedicated page on the SPA website where people can upload their 

individual stories. Please visit www.suicidepreventionaust.org  to find out more.  

Personal stories can be submitted on the website until Wednesday 28th October 2009.  

˩̆ ̙̏̕ ̖̈́̅ ̙́̎ ̑̅̓̔̉̏̎̓̕ ́̂̏̔̕ ˳˰ˡΝ̓ ˳̅̎́̔̅ ˩̙̎̑̉̒̕ ̓̂̍̉̓̓̉̏̎̕ˍ ̐̌̅́̓̅ ̃̏̎̔́̃̔ ˪̏ ˲̙̉̌̅, Senior Project 

Officer, on (02) 9568 3111 or email senateinquiry@suicidepreventionaust.org  

mailto:sscott@acon.org.au
http://t.ymlp193.com/whyafaejeakauumjakauhhe/click.php
http://t.ymlp193.com/wwuaraejeaoauumjatauhhe/click.php
mailto:senateinquiry@suicidepreventionaust.org
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Lovely Women Do Dinner  
 

Where:  Sat 24th October at the ôVanilla Roomõ                 

Menu: see website http://www.vanillaroom.com.au 

Address: 153 Norton St Leichhardt, Closest corner is Short St 

Time:    Meet at 6pm in the bar for a drink & a yak before moving upstairs at 7pm  

Costs: $10 to attend, plus your meal & drinks, will pay as you order so please bring cash. 

NO BYO   

Please email me to book your seat.   Amanda  - lovelywomendinners@hotmail.com 

 
Appeal for Committee Members  
If PFLAG has been a support to you in the past, maybe you would like to consider offering yourself 

as a committee member to help to keep PFLAG viable . Committee meetings are held bi -monthly, on 

a Sunday afternoon and are a great way of developing camaraderie between the membe rs. There 

are two major events each year with which we require assistance:  Fair Day in late February (our 

major fundraiser) and Mardi Gras. Both of these events are very rewarding and a lot of fun, but 

can only happen if we have enough people on the groun d to help out. There are other 

opportunities throughout the year if you wish to become further involved. Present committee 

members have found that working together for the betterment of PFLAG has helped them on their 

journey of acceptance. PFLAG is a well respected organisation in the community and this has been 

achieved through the dedication and hard work of committee members. Think about this and if you 

feel that you could give the time, complete the form at the end of the newsletter and either post 

it i n or hand it in at the October meeting. Your offer of assistance would be greatly appreciated.  

 

 
Metropolitan Community Church Good Shepherd  
Worship Services -Sundays 6.30pm 
37 East St Granville NSW 2142 
Pastor Robert Clark JP CMC 
Further information 02  9386 9293 
Email: pastor@mccgoodshepherd.com 
 
A CHURCH FOUNDED IN THE GAY COMMUNITY FOR ALL THE COMMUNITY  

 

Acceptance Sydney 
 

Celebrate Mass every Friday night from 8pm at St Josephõs Catholic Church, Newtown (cnr Bedford and Station Sts, Newtown) 

 

27/11/09 ð 8pm ð World AIDS Day Mass at St Caniceõs Catholic Church, Elizabeth Bay ð contact:  acceptsyd@yahoo.com.au 

 

18/12/09 ð 8pm ð Christmas Mass & Party at St Josephõs Catholic Church, Newtown (cnr Bedford and Station Sts, Newtown) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vanillaroom.com.au/
mailto:lovelywomendinners@hotmail.com
mailto:pastor@mccgoodshepherd.com
mailto:acceptsyd@yahoo.com.au
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Renewal Notice Reminder 
Please do not forget to renew your membership for 09/10! Thanks to all the members 

who have renewed already. If you joined after 30 June, 2009, you are deemed to be 

financial until end of 2010.  

 

 

EMAIL ADDRESSES 
If you are on email, please help us reduce our costs by sending us an email with your 

details (which will remain confidential) and all future information will be emailed to 

you. 

 

NSW Inc. PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians of Gays) is a group of 

people who share common experiences and provide support for each other. We listen 

and love. We help families have open, positive and loving relationships with their GLBT 

children and we work for their civil and human rights. 

 

  

PFLAG NSW: Next Family Meeting: October 28th @ 7.30 pm  

 

 

PFLAG  Penrith:   Contact Vicki on 02 4730 4660 or Carol 02 47354680 

 

 

PFLAG Mosman: Contact Maree Ph. 02 99397706 

 

 

PFLAG Central Coast/Newcastle: Contact Shelagh  02 49773271 

 contact@newcoastmcc.org.au 

 

 

PFLAG Northwest: Contacts Val Harris 02 6769 7552 or  

Fay Heywood 02 6785 7325 

 

 

PFLAG Bathurst: Contact Tony Sutton 02 6331 7267 nottus2@bigpond.com 

 
 

mailto:contact@newcoastmcc.org.au
mailto:nottus2@bigpond.com

