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The AGM & Christmas Party for PFLAG NSW Inc. (Incorporating Western Sydney) will held be on 

Wednesday, November 25th at 7.00pm in the Conference Room, Wesley Lodge Motel. The Wesley Lodge 

is situated on the Cnr. Hawkesbury & Queens Roads, Westmead and is very close to Westmead Hospital 

and Train station. Car entry is only from Hawkesbury Rd via a boom gate. Please use key entry 

number “2009”. This code is allocated only on PFLAG meeting nights 

 

For Information contact: Judy on (02) 9869 1454 Postal Address: PO Box 3751, 

Marsfield  NSW 2122. Email: jr_brown@bigpond.net.au    

 

 

President’s Report  
The October 20 forum for the GLBT community in Western Sydney, convened by the 

Parramatta Queer Forum, of which PFLAG is a member, was 

facilitated by James Arvanitarkis, a lecturer from UWS. In 

communicating with James subsequently, he alerted us to an article 

he’d written for the Centre for Policy Development arguing that 

knowledge should be understood as a commons. I was taken with this 

quote from James: “I used the analogy that knowledge is like a picnic 

and if we all bring a dish to the picnic, then a meal turns into a feast. 

The promotion of the knowledge and truth of diversity in our society 

means that we are all encouraged to bring a different dish to the 

picnic. If we all brought the same dish, it would still be a feast, but a 

pretty boring one. By teaching diversity, we allow the knowledge 

commons to grow. This makes the picnic of knowledge an even more 

important feast.” 

Thanks to Peter, who, as always, did such a great job of facilitating 

our October meeting, where we welcomed three new families. Fr 

Hugh proved to be a thought provoking guest speaker, as he introduced the topic of diversity 
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in families and swung the discussion around to same-sex marriage. It certainly provoked a 

lively discussion. 

Thanks to Ruth, who represented PFLAG at the Anti-Homophobia Interagency meeting at 

Surry Hills on October 20. The AHI is engaging with the NSW Department of Education & 

Training in working towards developing a NSW DET anti-homophobia policy. This is a very 

important initiative if we are to make our schools a safe place for all students. 

Congratulations and well done to our PFLAG National Spokesperson, Shelley Argent, who was 

invited to speak at the Public Hearing of the Senate Inquiry into Marriage Equality on Monday, 

November 9 in Melbourne. Shelley also appeared on Sunrise on October 22, where she was 

interviewed about the television commercials that ran on Channel 7 showing Shelley appealing 

to the Federal Government to allow same-sex marriage. Thanks also to Shelley for sending us 

some great A3 posters to be used to help combat homophobia in schools.  

2009 has been another busy year for PFLAG and thanks must go to our zealous committee and 

the many other members, who have been there to support us through the many & varied 

activities in which PFLAG has been involved. There are two special committee members, who 

are unable to stand for their respective portfolio positions for 2010: Ken, who has done a 

sterling job as our Treasurer over many years and Peter, who has served as Education Liaison 

Officer, also over a number of years, adding to our wealth of knowledge with a trove of 

wonderful guest speakers. We are very grateful to them both for the immeasurable service 

that they have provided to PFLAG.  

It’s not too late, if you think that you would like to serve on the PFLAG committee for 2010. 

Just phone Judy (9869 1454) or Narelle (9874 3624) and we’ll arrange to nominate you. 

I hope to see all of you at our AGM and Christmas Party on Wednesday, November 25 at the 

special time of 7pm. Please bring a plate of goodies to share and we’ll have a feast. 

BYOG if you wish. Tea/coffee/juice/soft drink provided. I wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year.                                           

 Judy 
 

 

Parramatta Police GLLO training – November 12 
 
Thanks to Jackie Braw who invited PFLAG to speak at the Gay & Lesbian Liaison Officer 
Training Course at Parramatta Police Headquarters on Thursday, November 12. I spoke 
about what the PFLAG organisation does and Ray told his personal story of how he handled 
the “coming out” of our gay son. One of the young lawyers had to defer her talk for a few 
minutes, as she was overcome with tears in response to Ray’s story. The audience was very 
attentive and more questions were asked of PFLAG than of any of the other organisations 
present. We find that we get a lot out of these talks ourselves and it was great to network 
with the other agencies, many of whom we could draw on to be guest speakers at our 
meetings.                                       

 Judy 
 

 
 
 
Launch of the National Year of Action for Same-Sex Marriage 
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A rally will be held at Sydney Town Hall on Saturday, November 28 at 1pm to 
launch the National Year of Action for Same-Sex Marriage. Among the speakers will be 
Senator Sarah Hanson-Young, who introduced the “Marriage Equality Amendment” bill. I 
will be speaking on behalf of PFLAG, so if you are available, please come along to support. 
Supporters are aiming to get 20,000 signatures for the new National Same-Sex Marriage 
Petition by November 28. If you wish to add your name, go to 
www.equallove.info/petition       
                                                                   

 

MEDIA RELEASE - Marriage Hearing "A Turning Point" 
 Below is Rodney Croome’s media release about yesterday’s Senate Inquiry. 
 It may be interesting to note that the Christian groups could not clearly answer why same-sex 

marriage would be a negative step for straight couples and their families. It just seemed a given to 
them.  
 On a personal note it was quite an interesting exercise to see everyone putting their arguments and 

beliefs forward to the Inquiry and it was great to see a diverse group of people who were in favour. We 
had 2 Ministers of religion one straight one gay, s/sex couples, researchers, lobbyists, human rights 
lawyers and me with the family/parent perspective. 
 It will be very interesting to see what the outcomes will be and just how far down the track we 

go before equality will become a reality. Shelley Argent PFLAG 

   
MARRIAGE HEARING "A TURNING POINT"        (10 November 2009) 
Australian Marriage Equality has hailed yesterday's hearing in the Senate marriage equality inquiry as 
a turning point in the marriage equality debate. 
"Thanks to probing questions from Senators, for the first time ever, opponents of equality were forced 
to explain and justify their positions, which they had great difficulty doing", Mr Croome said. 
"It was also significant that the inquiry heard not only from human rights advocates but from 
academics, couples and religious figures in favour of equality." 
"This showed that marriage equality is a broad-based movement, as well as a just cause." 
"Yesterday's hearing was a turning point because it exposed the shallowness of the case against 
equality and saw the emergence, from many different voices, of one single compelling clarion call for 
respect and recognition." 
The hearing heard from a range of groups including Australian Marriage Equality, PFLAG, the 
Australian Christian Lobby, the Catholic Church, Liberty Victoria and Australian Coalition for Equality. 
But Mr Croome said some of the most compelling submissions came from couples directly affected by 
marriage discrimination and from religious leaders supportive of equality. 
The inquiry, which received over 10,000 submissions in favour of marriage equality, is due to report 
on 26 November 2009. 
Further information:  
Rodney Croome 
0409 010 668 

                                                                   

 

 
BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 
You could be a foster carer 
 
The Benevolent Society’s new Fostering Young Lives program supports children and young 
people who cannot live at home with their birth family, due to risk of harm or neglect. Our 
foster carers provide a loving, supportive and stable home for children and young people in 
their care, and we support these children and foster families with a range of services and on-
going training.  
 

http://www.equallove.info/petition
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Being a foster carer can involve weekends, a few months, or many years. There are many 
reasons why people become foster carers, but it is usually for a love of children and a belief 
they can make a difference in the lives of children in need.  
 
The Benevolent Society celebrates diversity in our community and knows that all kinds of 
kids need all kinds of carers. Foster carers can be single, married, in a same-sex or de facto 
relationship, male or female, renting or own their own home, employed, studying or retired. 
Foster carers come from many different cultural backgrounds and all walks of life.  
 
Anyone who is over 21 years of age and wants to provide a loving home to look after 
children and young people can apply to be a foster carer.   
 
If you are interested in learning more, please email fostering@bensoc.org.au or call 02 8778 
0600 (Liverpool office) or 02 9504 6694 (Hurstville office). 
 

                                                                   

 

Information from the Gay & Lesbian Rights Lobby 
 

In 2008, historic Federal and State government legislative reforms provided for greater 
equality for same-sex couples and families. 
The GLRL will be holding information evenings to cover many of these reforms. 
Monday, 16th Nov 6.30pm: General Erskineville Town Hall, 104 Erskineville Rd. Erskineville. 
Monday, 30th Nov 6.30pm: Social Security Surry Hills Neighbourhood Community Centre, 
405 Crown St. Surry Hills. 
Monday, 7th Dec 6.30pm: Parenting Glebe Town Hall, 160 St. John’s Rd, Glebe 
 
Please RSVP to the event/s you wish to attend via email: glrl@glrl.org.au or phone: 9571 
5501. For further info and fact sheets, please visit our website: www.glrl.org.au 
 
 

Religious Services 
 

Acceptance Sydney for Gay & Lesbian Catholics 
 
World Aids Day Mass - Friday November 27, 2009,  8pm  St. Canice’s Catholic Church, 28 Roslyn 
Street, Elizabeth Bay. 
Christmas Mass and Party. Friday  December 18th  - St Joseph’s Catholic Church Newtown 

Please bring a plate of food to share. BYO drink.  
Please RSVP to acceptsyd@yahoo.com.au  More info: www.gaycatholic.com.au 
Paul Harris  

……………………………………. 

 
Metropolitan Community Church Good Shepherd 
37 East St. Granville. 
World AIDS Day Service: Sunday, 29th November, 2009 – 6.30pm 
Christmas service: Sunday, 20th December, 2009: High Tea @ 4.30pm, followed by 
service @ 6.30pm. 
More info: pastor@mccgoodshepherd.com 
Pastor Robert Clark  

mailto:fostering@bensoc.org.au
mailto:glrl@glrl.org.au
http://www.glrl.org.au/
mailto:acceptsyd@yahoo.com.au
http://www.gaycatholic.com.au/
mailto:pastor@mccgoodshepherd.com
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Penrith Rainbow Lesbians social group 
Meets every 2nd month 
Have a chat, share information and meet other women in a friendly, inclusive environment. 
The next group will meet: 
When: Thursday 26 November 2009. 6 pm ɀ 8 pm. 
Where: The Coffee Club. 

Penrith Westfield, Penrith, lower level, (near Harris Farm ɀ Station Street entrance). 
0ÅÎÒÉÔÈ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ (ÅÁÌÔÈ #ÅÎÔÒÅ - 4721 8749 
Email:  penrith_lesbians@yahoo.com.au 
 

 

Come Out Events 
www.comeout.org.au 
 

Saturday November 28th 
Xmas PartyéClarence Hotel, 450 Parramatta Rd, Petersham (Corner of Crystal St  & 
Parramatta Rd) 
6.30pm for 7pm Dinner. Join us to celebrate the festive season with Dinner at The Clarence 
Bistro, followed by a night at the new Caesars Nightclub, at the Clarence Hotel as well. For 
more info or just to find us on the night Alex 0439730414 or Paul 0422 572 631 
Monday December 7th 
Epping/Northside monthly Dinner 7.30pm  
Chatswood RSL 446 Victoria Ave Chatswood, 1 min walk from Railway Station  
Di nner at Chit Chats Bistro followed by yummy Dessert At Shades, Chatswood RSL. 
Call Paul on 0422 572 631 if you need help finding us on the night. 
Wednesday December 9th 
Penrith group monthly dinner Penrith Hotel Bistro 303 High St Penrith 7.30pm 
Call David on 0412 350 302 if you need help finding the group 
Monday December 14th  
Belmore group Social Get Together XMAS PARTY 
Belmore Community Centre, 
Building 3, Redman Parade, Belmore 6.30pm-9pm. Snacks, tea & coffee provided. 

 

 
Pollys Club Event - Christmas D ance & Show      

                      
Marrickville Town Hall  
SATURDAY 4 th  December @ 7pm Tickets $20/Conc. $15  

Bookings:  David   02 9557 6739   
Email: info@thepollysclub.com.au               

www.thepollysclub.com.au  
 

 
 

 

mailto:penrith_lesbians@yahoo.com.au
http://www.comeout.org.au/
mailto:info@thepollysclub.com.au
http://www.thepolyysclub.com.au/
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Renewal Notice Reminder 

Please do not forget to renew your membership for 09/10! Thanks to all the members who 

have renewed already. If you joined after 30 June, 2009, you are deemed to be financial until 

end of 2010.  

 

 
EMAIL ADDRESSES 

If you are on email, please help us reduce our costs by sending us an email with your details 

(which will remain confidential) and all future information will be emailed to you. 

 

NSW Inc. PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians of Gays) is a group of people who 

share common experiences and provide support for each other. We listen and love. We help 

families have open, positive and loving relationships with their GLBT children and we work for 

their civil and human rights. 

 

  

PFLAG NSW: AGM & Christmas Party 
Wed. November 25 th  @ 7pm 
Please bring a plate of food or nibbles to share . 
Note: There will be  no meeting held in December.   

The next meeting will be on Jan 27 th , 2010 @ 7.30pm  

 

 

PFLAG  Penrith:   Contact Vicki on 02 4730 4660 or Carol 02 47354680 

 

 

PFLAG Mosman: Contact Maree Ph. 02 99397706 

 

 

PFLAG Central Coast/Newcastle: Contact Shelagh  02 49773271 

 contact@newcoastmcc.org.au 

 

 

PFLAG Northwest: Contacts Val Harris 02 6769 7552 or  

Fay Heywood 02 6785 7325 

 

 

PFLAG Bathurst: Contact Tony Sutton 02 6331 7267 nottus2@bigpond.com 

 
 

mailto:contact@newcoastmcc.org.au
mailto:nottus2@bigpond.com

