HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE BIBLE
What sort of book is the Bible?

I believe it is an absolutely fascinating and inspiring collection of stories, liturgies, reflections, history and other forms of writing which carry within them the human attempt to describe the journey of a people with their God. Within it lies a profound echo and imaging of the nature of God and many sermons, sayings and stories related to the life of the Christ. 

Some of it is oral history gathered into themes, often around one name like Abraham, Moses etc. Some of it is a way of telling about journeyings of the people of Israel and there lives. Sometimes, as in books like Job and Habakkuk, it brings us deep and honest discussions about the relationship between our life and the life of God. The New Testament, all of which was written after the death of Christ, gives us bits and pieces of his impact on the lives of his friends and the early church.
There is absolutely no way in which the Bible can be taken literally, unless you want to try to explain two different orders of creation, a God who tells the people to take the children of their enemies and dash their heads against the stones and who sees women as unclean when they menstruate. You would have to believe that God commanded Jacob to give his wife to Pharaoh and in the existence of a boat that is big enough to hold ever living creature during the flood! You would need to explain all the inconsistencies between the four Gospels in the story of the life of Jesus and a God who tells people through Paul that slaves must obey their masters. And that is just the beginning.
None of this takes away from the wonder of the Bible and the gifts which it brings us about who God is and who we are. I never cease to enjoy struggling with it as each week opens up a new vision of the Gospel and our God. Within the Bible lies inspiring truth, but we need to search for us. 
The fundamental question which must be addressed to every part of it and all Christian belief is “So, if we believe in this passage, what sort of God are we portraying?” Jesus gives us the ground rules for the answering of this question – God is love and would rather die than give up loving us.
The number of references to homosexuality in the Bible are miniscule and, of course, there is not one word in the Gospels. Those who think it is such a dreadful sin must be frustrated by the fact that Jesus missed it completely.
In reflecting on the following passages, I am saying that, if we are to hold the indirect and vague comments about homosexuality as the word of God, then what runs alongside must also be in that category. If we can’t affirm that, then why should we select out the homosexual references as being from the mouth of God.

Genesis 19:1-11

Sodom and Gomorrah

This is a very complex story about hospitality.

Practice of men punishing each other by forcing the other man to “take the role of a woman”.

Lot offers his daughters to the marauding men from the village who want to abuse his guests – invites gang rape.
This is the word of the God?

Then Lot flees the city with his two daughters and, fearful that they will never be able to marry and have children, he himself has an incestuous relationship with them and they bear his children. – Moab and Ben-Ammi.

This is the word of the God?

All of the stories of this period assume a certain right to do what you want with women and that they are unclean when they menstruate and must separate themselves from others when they are menstruating and go through a cleansing ceremony on their return.
This is the word of God?

Then there is the evidence of an earthquake where Sodom and Gomorrah originally stood. Undoubtedly the people of the day would have decided that God was angry with them and then looked for a scapegoat group to blame.

Judges 19

Again this is about protecting a male guest.

The Levite says” Here are my virgin daughter and the concubine. Ravish them and do to them what seems good to you but against this man do not do so vile a thing.”

They then abuse the concubine all night and her dead body was on the steps in the morning.

Hardly a context for the word of God.

Deuteronomy 23:17

This is a reference to prostitution – male and female around the temple. The King James Version is an incorrect translation when it refers to a “sodomite”. It is really a male prostitute.

Leviticus 20:18 and parts of Leviticus 21 
There are mentions of homosexuality among the Levitical laws. It is interesting to see that, also among the Levitical laws are rules about those who are disqualified from approaching God or being priests. They were those who have a “blemish” – the blind, the lame, people with mutilated faces or hunchbacks or dwarfism, scabs or crushed testicles.

How on earth can we imagine or defend any of this as the word of God?

Obviously it is about a people who were very conscious of their need to survive as a tribe and to therefore reject people who were less likely to procreate – including homosexual people. It was also about ancient peoples who saw all sorts of illnesses and afflictions as punishments by God – just as they did the lack of rain or too much rain for the harvest.

I don’t know how we could possibly defend their ideas as eternal truth.

Nor can I see why those who tell us that we must obey every word that is in the Bible because it comes straight from the mouth of God and are then, themselves, very selective indeed.

In the New Testament, we have some words in the Letters section from Paul in the Books of Romans and Corinthians the Second Book of Peter.

I don’t think that Paul could ever be held up as a reliable witness to Jesus in matters of human relationships – his words on women and slaves indicate that very clearly. I always wonder how literalists defend Paul’s “Slaves obey your masters”? Does this mean that God orders and supports slavery?
I don’t really think that many of us would accept that women are to obey their husbands as those who are morally superior. Does this mean that, when we women face our God, we can say “I am not to blame for what I do. I was obeying my husband.” 
To sum up:

If the worst thing we ever do is to love the wrong person, I don’t think there is any risk for us when we meet our God. Jesus makes it very clear that the ones who are separated from God in this world and the next are those who harm the little and the least. He says, when in doubt, look at the fruits of the lives of people and you will know who is on the right track.
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