Dave's out ... and proud
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EVICTED Eig Brother gay farmer, David Graham, has shown a
public display of affection for his boyfriend Sharif after being
evicted from the reality showi.

Inan emoational reunion after David spent 49 days in the Gold
zoast house, the lovers kissed passionately before holding
each otherin a tearful embrace.

The pair met just three weeks before David, 26, went into lock
dowen for the reality TV program.

“I'love you " they told each other, wearing microphones before a
live national TV audience of hundreds of thousands.

While inside the compound, David often spoke of hig love far his
biowfriend, who hie met at a dance party during Sydney's gay and
leshian annual Mardi Gras.

sharif said itwas hard being away from David, hut he found
comfart in seeing his hoyfriend profess his love for him on
television.

“[The) first few weeks { felt) pure depression” he said live an
stage last night halding David's hand firmly.

“after that | was just watching all times, practically glued to the
screen.”

knowen for his emaotional outbursts in the house, David said
“coming out' as gay on national television was a life-chandging
ExXperience.

He said he keptthe lid on his sexuality initially hecause he did
notwant to be judged by the other housemates.

“I'wanted them to get to know me without knowing what | do in
iy spare time," he told host Gretel Killeen.

"I realised how difficult it was to keep that small part (secref).”
The Gueensland contestant had told only @ handful of
immediate family members hewas gay, but kept it a secret from
his father.

"Befare coming in here my dad didn't even know" he said.

“It's good thatwhaole fear of being gay and evenyone knowing
aboutitis gone. Every Tom, Dick and Harry ... roy family (nowd
knows about it.

“The fear and pain ... all gone”

He patticipated in the program to see if Australians accepted the
gay community and him.

“"hen | sumived a nomination, | knew within myself, that people
didn't hawve a prablem with me " he said.

‘I genuinely thought a lot of Australians had a massive issue
with gay people, | realised that's not true any maore, at all.

“The whole thing for me, being here, was showing Australia and
housemates you can be gay.”

David said he plans to go back to his farm, leave the Big Brother
experience hehind and start his life afresh, without his secret
hanging over his head.

“Live the rest of my life with & hushand," he said.

"l am not a failure, | am a proud gay man."
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